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It’s time to make plans for 30th Reunion … already 

Scott Ogden 

Our 30 year Reunion is about 4 months away and the venue is fan-

tastic.  San Diego in February was beautiful and June’s forecast 

promises to be the same.  Bill and I just returned from San Diego 

and stayed at the Crown Plaza.  The hotel accommodations are ide-

ally suited for a reunion and the staff routinely host and conduct 

military reunions. The banquet room, hospitality suite and outdoor 

area for all our scheduled events are literally a “stone throw or sand 

wedge” away from some very nice accommodations.  The room 

rates are more than fair and every activity you can imagine in a re-

sort city is very easily navigated and close to the Crown Plaza.  

This year’s reunion takes on significance beyond our normal gathering. We will need to make a deci-

sion on how we address the long term health of the Stealth Fighter Association.  I can tell you from 

firsthand experience that funding and conducting a reunion without an active program and the result-

ing loss of sponsors is very challenging.  And frankly, the farther away you get from an active pro-

gram the tougher it will be to raise any substantial funding – meaning additional cost burdens for the 

members.  All this said, we, the members, need to make plans and discuss future memberships and 

reunions at the board meeting scheduled for Saturday morning on the 23rd of June.   It is also time to 
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nominate and elect a new Board of Directors.  Either volunteer or nominate a capable candi-

date(s) by sending an email to f117sfa@gmail.com.   Think about what this reunion means to 

you and bring your all important vote to the board meeting on Saturday.  But most of all 

come to San Diego and have a great vacation/reunion. 

I have talked with several of my fellow F-117er’s and they too are looking forward to getting 

together and reminiscing about the good ole days and some are even talking about vacation-

ing on the front or tail end of the reunion. There is no shortage of things to do.  So it’s time to 

get on the phone, do your social networking and get in contact with 4 or 5 of your old F-117 

Family and sign up.   You can really help us out by registering earlier rather than later. 

See you in San Diego! 

Scott 

 

Vice President’s Corner Continued: 

 

F-117 SFA Reunion 

2012 Reunion Events 

GROUP WELCOME DINNER 

Friday, June 22nd (6:00pm at the Hotel) 

Join your friends for a casual Welcome Dinner at the hotel featuring an all-you-can-eat buffet dinner. Lu-

au delicacies such as a Roasted Suckling Pig, baked Mahi Mahi with papaya salsa, Oriental Chicken with a 

Citrus Glaze, salads and a tempting assortment of Hawaiian desserts are just a small selection of what will be 

available for dinner this evening. With a cool San Diego breeze this is a wonderful opportunity to see who is 

here this year, and your first chance to re-connect with your friends. 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Saturday, June 23rd (10:00am at the Hotel) 

All members are encouraged to attend the Membership Meeting at 10:00am to discuss the direction and 

future of the organization. Your attendance is appreciated. Specific meeting room to be announced. There is 

no need to pre-register for the meeting 

BANQUET DINNER 

Saturday, June 23rd (7:00pm at the Hotel) 

Join all of your friends for your Banquet Dinner at the Hotel. Cocktails will be available from the cash bar 

at 6:00pm; dinner will be served at 7:00pm. London Broil, Lemon Caper Chicken or Baked Mahi Mahi with a 

Mango Cream Sauce will be the entree choices. Please make your entrée selection on the reservation form. 

mailto:WJL728@yahoo.com
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OPTIONAL GROUP EVENTS 

EVENT A: EARLY BIRD DINNER CRUISE 

Thursday, June 21st (6:30pm - 10:30pm) 

You are invited to experience the first class service and fabulous food aboard one of the finest yachts on 

the Bay. Enjoy a fabulous dinner cruise while viewing 25 scenic miles of San Diego’s magnificent skyline. 

Dress is business casual, Dinner entrée is Slow oven-braised Beef Short Rib glazed with a Cabernet reduc-

tion sauce paired with Dungeness Crab stuffed Pacific Snapper oven roasted and served with a lemon ca-

per sauce. Dress is business casual. Price includes transportation, cruise, all taxes and gratuities associated 

with the dinner. www.sdhe.com 

EVENT B: SAN DIEGO CITY TOUR 

Friday, June 22nd (12:30pm - 4:30pm) 

Board your coach for a narrated tour of San Diego, which will show you the many diversified and unique 

areas of this beautiful city. You tour will include the vibrant downtown, the Gas-Lamp Quarter with its old 

world buildings, and the Embarcadero offering a wonderful harbor view. You will ride through famous 

Balboa Park, home of the San Diego Zoo; La Jolla, known as the jewel of the Pacific, and see the historic 

landmark Hotel Del Coronado. The tour will conclude in Old Town, which was discovered by Juan Rodri-

guez Cabrillo in 1542, and often considered California’s birthplace. Here you will find the history and en-

ergy of the original settlement of the city of San Diego brought to life by history-tellers, a free museum, 

historic displays, plaques and time lines. The bus will depart old town at 4:15pm to return to the hotel. For 

those who want some more time, you are welcome to stay and enjoy Old Town and utilize the light rail 

trolley train to make your own way back to the hotel. 

 

 

 

http://www.sdhe.com/
http://www.sandiego.org/nav/Visitors
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PLEASE SELECT EITHER EVENT C, EVENT D, or EVENT E 

for SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd 

EVENT C: SAN DIEGO ZOO 

Saturday, June 23
rd

 (9:30am - 4:30pm) 

With more than 4,000 animals representing 800 species, the zoo is home to a diverse collection of animals, 

many of which are rarely seen at other zoos. Spend the day at the famous San Diego Zoo, where you will 

have plenty of time to visit some of the most popular attractions, as well as personal places of interest. 

Your zoo pass includes the 40-minute narrated tour on a double-decked bus, covering about seventy-five 

percent of the Zoo, as well as the use of the Express Bus, double or single-decked buses that allow hop on 

and off at five different stops throughout the Zoo. You may also take an “airborne” shortcut over the 

treetops. This aerial transportation also offers a spectacular view of the Zoo and surrounding Balboa Park. 

The Zoo offers many restaurants for lunch on your own. There are numerous lifts and moving sidewalks to 

help get you through the park; however there is still a fair amount of walking required at the Zoo. 

EVENT D: USS MIDWAY MUSEUM 

Saturday, June 23rd (9:30am - 1:30pm) 

She was firing Tomahawk Missiles during the Liberation of Kuwait and now the USS Midway begins 

her final tour of duty in the heart of downtown San Diego\'s waterfront area. One of the true icons of the 

U.S. Navy in the latter half of the 20th century, she is a modern marvel. This is the most modern warship 

available for general touring today. You will take a look back at the history of America’s longest serving 

Aircraft Carrier through many of the Museum Exhibits. The Midway Museum tour is a self guided audio 

tour, and allows you to tour at your own pace. The tour will take you from the hanger deck up to the flight 

deck. There is a café on board for lunch on your own. 

EVENT E: SEAPORT VILLAGE SHOPPING 

Saturday, June 23rd (9:30am - 1:30pm) 

Located near the USS Midway; the Seaport Village Shops offer more than 50 diverse shops and 17 unique 

eateries which offer many options for lunch on your own. This waterfront is reminiscent of a harbor side 

http://www.sandiegozoo.org/
http://www.seaportvillage.com/
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setting of a century ago. The shops are set among cobblestone pathways bordered 

by ponds, lakes, fountains, lush landscaping, and a boardwalk along the San Die-

go Bay. There are many places for lunch on your own. 

EVENT F: AFTERNOON HARBOR CRUISE 

Saturday, June 23rd (1:30pm - 4:30pm) 

Spend the afternoon on the water enjoying a 2-hour Harbor Tour. This fully nar-

rated tour passes by the U.S. Navy surface fleet, the Star of India, North Island Naval Air Station, Cabrillo 

National Monument and the Point Loma Lighthouse. www.sdhe.com 

 

TOUR CANCELLATION INSURANCE 

Protect yourself from unforeseen expenses caused by sickness, injury or any other causes that impact 

your travel plans. This insurance enables a refund of Tour & Banquet expenses up until three (3) days 

before the start of your reunion. If you need to cancel – please call our office immediately (817-251-

3551 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting 817-251-3551 end_of_the_skype_highlighting) for a cancellation 

number. If you have not purchased cancellation insurance all tour and meal money is non-refundable 6 

weeks prior to the reunion. 

Important Reunion Notes: 

 Tours may be cancelled if a minimum of 30 people per bus is not met. In this case, full refunds will be 

given. 

 Please understand that a certain amount of walking is necessary from the bus to attractions and in some 

instances, to also see the attractions. Please consider your abilities before purchasing tours. 

 Be sure to bring photo identification (like a driver’s license) on all events. 

 All tour times are subject to change. A final itinerary is available at registration. 

 

Reservations are due by May 11th, 2012. Late reservations accepted on a space available basis with a 

non refundable $10 per person late fee. You should make a copy of this form for your records. For infor-

Please note: For those taking the Zoo Tour you will not have time to do the cruise. For those visiting Seaport Village or 

touring the USS Midway, you will be able to take the Harbor Cruise, however you will not return to the hotel between the 

2 tours. We will provide transportation from the Midway and Seaport Village to the cruise.  

http://www.sdhe.com/
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mation call weekdays: 817-251-3551 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting 817-251

-3551 end_of_the_skype_highlighting or Email:  

info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com.  

Requests for refunds must be made in writing and postmarked before due date 

above. No refunds will be made after this date, unless you have purchased Tour 

Cancellation Insurance. Sorry, no refunds will be given starting 3 days before 

the reunion for any reason. There is a $10 per person refund processing fee. 

Your cancelled check is your receipt and proof of purchase. There is a $25 re-

turn check fee for NSF. For a written confirmation please enclose a self-

addressed, stamped envelope. MRP will not be held liable for failure of vendors 

to provide contracted services or any injuries/accidents that may occur during 

the reunion. Tours require a minimum of 30 people in order to operate. Full re-

funds given for any cancelled Event. 

Visit the online store and get your 30th Reunion memorabilia: 
 

www.stealthfighter.biz 

mailto:info@militaryreunionplanners.com?subject=Information%20on%20Patron%204%205%20Reunion
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Jan 18, 1981   —  PS-22 became operational for the F-117 program.. 

 

Jan 19, 1981  —  Ben Rich was awarded the Defense Department’s Distinguished Service Medal in a secret ceremony at                         

  the Office of the Secretary of Defense—Harold Brown. 

 

Jan 23, 1982  —   Lt Col Roger Moseley flew aircraft 79-781 on the first RCS (Radar Cross Section) test sortie. 

 

Jan 15, 1983 —   The 4451st Test Squadron (P Unit) was activated at Tonopah Test Range and assigned to the 4450th 

  Tactical Group. 

 

Jan 23, 1987  -   The second F-117 squadron, th e4453rd Test and Evaluation Squadron (Z Unit) declared Initial  

  Operating Capability (IOS). 

.  

Jan 16, 1991  -   Operation Desert Storm commenced with the first air raid on Bagdad, Iraq. 

Feb 11, 1979  -   Patent application 06/11,769 Title “vehicle” was filed with the US Patent and Trademark Office  

  Security Group in Washington DC.  The application filed by Lockheed California was for a low  

  observable aircraft. 

 

Feb 11, 1995 -   Lt Col Greg Feest, 9th FS Commander became the first operational Air Force pilot to reach 1000 hours 

  in the F-117A. 

Feb 20, 1999  - The 8th FS deployed 12 F-117 aircraft to Aviano AB, Italy to support Operation Allied Force. 

 

Mar 22, 1982  - The first F-117 night flight was conducted.. 

 

Mar 27, 1982  - The first production F-117 (80-785) was delivered to the Test Site. 

 

Mar 27, 1992  - PS-22 was deactivated and the flight test unit was relocated to Lockheed’s Palmdale facility.. 

Mar 27, 1999  - Aircraft 82-0806 was shot down over Yugoslavia.  This was the first and only combat loss for the  

  F-117 aircraft.. 

 

Mar 1, 2000  - F-117 fleet hours reached 170,000 hours. 

Mar 20, 2003  - Two F-117 aircraft deployed to Qatar were the first to drop bombs on Bagdad as part of Operation 

  Iraqui Freedom. 



Stealth Fighter Association Mission Statement  

The Stealth Fighter Association is an affiliation of 

individuals brought together by the common bond of 

association with the world’s first stealth fighter, the 

 

 SFA News tells you 

at a glance what 

changes have been 

made recently.  

Please remember to 

email us with your 

current address info 

in the Membership 

Update section, so 

that we may keep in 

touch. 

 

http://www.f117reunion.org  
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Lockheed Martin F-117, produced by 

the Lockheed Martin Skunk Works for 

the United States Air Force. Our mission 

is to preserve the memory of our 

struggles to attain a stealth combat 

capability second to none, maintain the 

legacy of the F-117 “Nighthawk,” 

maintain the bonds of brother and 

sisterhood between those who 

contributed to make the awesome 

combat capability of stealth a reality, 

and act as a governing board to oversee 

the planning and execution of periodic 

reunions at either five or ten year cycles. 

For those folks reading this Newsletter who are not 

current members of the SFA, membership is open to 

all personnel currently or previously associated with 

the F-117 Stealth Fighter Aircraft program. 

Additional info is available on the SFA web 

site, and hard copies of this newsletter are 

available for mailing to interested folks. 

Please ask a member or drop a line to:  

Stealth Fighter Association 
PO Box 151196 

Ft Worth, TX  76108-1196 
The F-117 Stealth Fighter Association was 

chartered as a non-profit corporation in the 

state of Nevada, to organize and coordinate 

periodic reunions celebrating key events in 

the history of the F-117 aircraft, by those 

individuals involved in the creation and 

operation of the F-117 Stealth Fighter aircraft.  
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